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A Story About Yom Hazikaron
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Avi lived in Israel, in a small apartment for all 6 years of his life. His mom, Sarah, had
prepared some delicious couscous for dinner and tasty rugelach for dessert. The house
smelled amazing




Plop,” Sarah put some couscous on Avi's plate. “Tomorrow is Yom Hazikaron, Avi. the
day we remember the soldiers that have died in the army fighting for our country. The

siwen will ring for only two minutes at 11 o'clock in the moming and avaryone in the
Country will stand and be silent, it's not scary.”




Avi remembered last year but knew that this year he would have 10 stand during the
siren instead of when he ran to the bomb shelter because he was terrified. He had a
bad feeling in his stomach ike he was sick, even though he was eating some rugelach
His mind was racing like a car, he will have 10 go to the army when he is 18 and
everything about the army was scary.



the Yom Ha'atzmaut, the celebration of the
ht and | talked to your friend Shahar and his

be dancing and lots of greal

“If you are brave enough you get i0 go to
independence of Israel, party 1omomow ng
dad and he said they would both be there and there will

food
“I'l try,” Avi said frightfully as he finished his rugelach, “I'm still scared though.”




Avi tossed and tumed all night thinking about the coming day. For him the siren meant a
missde was coming and he had thirty seconds 10 run to the bomb shelter. What if there
was a snoak missile attack and everyone s just standing out in the open? | want 1o go
to the party tomorrow, he thought




Through the quiet night Avi had a dream. There was a lion in his house.
*Avi." said the lion. ‘Let me tell you what I've seen. I've seen Israell boys and girls grow |

up. I've seen them when they leave for the army. I've seen their parents worned and
proud. 've seen them come home. If you are brave, you will honor those whom | didnt
see come home.”

Avi said in his dream, | want to honor those people, but then | am scared of the siren

and scared of the army™” ‘
“Be brave Avi, ke a bon!”
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‘Boker tov, good moming, Avil® Sarah said as she put some shakshuka in his bowl
I dont want to to do it, Mom!™ Avi whined,

“Avi Chay Pinhas Shimshon, it's going to be alright!” His mom said in a harsh volice
Avi wasn't hungry, he was nervous. He ate a litthe and then got into his clothes and
brushed his teeth. He kept thinking, what do | do? What should | do? He didn't know




It was now 10:55 and Avi began to cry a river of tears He was thinking about

averything, hudmm.mom.mmmhmbstmm. His mom rushed to
Mnmdhuggedhimte&\gmmnwandbom.ﬁ\wkoptuyinga!heymm.
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“Eeesarrrrwwwwwww” Then it happened the siren rang and everyone in israel stopped

what they were doing and stood in silence. The whole country was hushed, there were
no buses moving, NO one running around, NO one playing and no one was rushing to the! .
-

bomb shefter
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s thinking s0 much about

and held his mom’s hand. He wa
ave risked their kves to defend the country. He was

honor those peope

Avi's heart was beating fast

how the people in the army h
thinking about that # shouldnt be scary 10 you
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After the siren rang Avi wiped away his tears and looked at his mom. "I did i,” he said

He ran back inside the apartment busiding with a glowing face just ke the sun He faced
his fear and it felt great

“See, it wasnt that bad, Avi." Sarah sald
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Avi could not wait to go to the party. He helped his mom make some falafel and
hummus. “Will you hand me the chickpeas?” Sarah said to her child.

He passed the can of chickpeas and she put them in a food processor. “Vrrrrrm,” the
hummus was all done after it was blended with other ingredients



It was time for the party and Avi ran out to the street. Everyone from the apartment was

there and some people who lived near by were there and across the country were
parties. There was music blasting and people dancing to Shavtem Mayim



Avi looked around some more and saw Shahar. His face i up some more as he ran 10
s friend. All evening they played around and laughed. When it was tme to go Awi
reflecied on the day, | am proud o be apart of this country and | want to honor Avi
thought about his dream last night and what the hon said. He has seen the country, he
nas seen the people, he has seen the siren and he has honored the soldiers who dudnt
come home




Author's Note:

Yom Hazikaron is the day of remembrance for the Israeli solderns in the lsrasll
Defence Force, Mosty every kKid who grows up n israel know they will go 10 the amvy
when they tum 18. At some point before then they realze that they want 10 serve their
country because it is where they ive. Not everyone In the army does comdat. There are
leachers, medcal personals and others. The israell army s a big part of the culture in
Ismael.

| was inleresied n this opic because | am Jewish and went 10 a Jewish school
with many ISrasli Wachars who were in the anrry. Whan | went 10 Tt SChool we wonld
ahwirys have & Yom Hazikaon oscemony, It was dways realy meaningful and therne
wWould DO POOMS, reaSNgs And Videos. | wias aven pan of 8 dance with a somber music
ONG Yo, | waned 10 wrile & DOOK about this Moliday bacauss | feal ther arent many if
Any DOOKS AbOU! TS diry, Yom Hazkaron is & special day 1o Isnael and shouid be
recognized more often.

This holcay s sad and it is hard %0 put in 8 children's book but with The right Siter
| was able to make £ inlo a chikiren's book. Missiles are common In israsl unfortunately
and In Amecca they are very uncommon. Kids n Amenca should learn what lscael
children see and 9o through. When Israsll children come 10 Amenca some ask Their
parents where ™e bomd sheliers are| for them a nomal thing. It was hard 10 make this
bock appropriate for kics but with the right amount of information the book is great for
ks,

Words:

Couscous: Small whole gran ball like noodies

Rugelach (Roog-e-ia-aM) Small cookie with cough and a filing, usually chocolae,
rolled up.

Yom Hazikaron: (Yo-m Ha- reeka-row-n) Day of remembrance % the soldiens thi
have dad in ™he lsrael amy.

Yom Ha'atzmaut: (Yo-m Ma-al-2-ma-00t) Israel independence Day, starts e night of
Yom Mazkaron

Shakshuka: Eggs, tomalo and vegetabie dish usualy served at breakfast.

Boker tov: Good morning In Hebrew writlen fke 20 yna.

Falafel: Mashed chickpeas and various spices typically deep fried.

Hummus: Mashed chickpeas made ino a dp.

Shavtem Mayim: Israel cance about walter,




